TOWNSHIP OF EAST FERRIS

FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMITTEE

AUGUST 12TH, 2009


The first meeting for the Fire Services Protection Committee of the Township of East Ferris was held on August 12, 2009 at the Corbeil Park Hall in Corbeil at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Jane Krajc, Stan Lawlor, Al Wharram, John Wallace, Bob Point – Deputy Mayor, Terry Kelly – Councillor, Frank Loeffen – Fire Chief.
ALSO PRESENT:
Steve Salonin-Fire Protection Adviser, John B. Fior-CAO/Clerk and Martine Caverly-Deputy Clerk.

ABSENT:
Brent Bywater

1. Introductions:
Committee members were introduced.  Councillor Terry Kelly took the Chair for the inaugural meeting of the Committee.
2. Adoption of Agenda:
Stan Lawlor - Bob Point

That the draft agenda presented to Fire Protection Services Committee and dated the 12th day of August, 2009 be hereby adopted as circulated.








Carried
3. Committee Terms of Reference:
The Council approved Terms of Reference for the Committee were distributed and read.  It was noted that the Fire Chief should be added to the Committee membership list in Section 3.0 of the Terms of Reference.  All Committee members concurred with the Terms of Reference.  
4. Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson:
Mr. Stan Lawlor nominated Mr. John Wallace for Chairperson and Mr. Wallace accepted the nomination.  Mr. John Wallace nominated Mr. Terry Kelly as Vice Chairperson and Mr. Kelly accepted the nomination. The question was called and nominations approved unanimously.
5. Meeting Dates, Location and Time:
It was agreed by all Committee members that the Committee will meet the first Wednesday of the every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Corbeil Park Hall.

6. Fire Department By-law:
Mr. John B. Fior-CAO/Clerk and the Fire Chief Frank Loeffen explained the proposed changes to the Fire Department By-law. The Committee members voiced their concern with the wording of some of the changes especially and would like to reword some of these changes.  Other issues include the assessment for waterfront properties and alternative services. 
Mr. Steve Salonin-Fire Protection Advisor informed the Committee members that the majority of the volunteer fire departments do not provide fire protection to islands. Concerns for volunteer fire departments include the level of service, response time, risk and safety of fire fighters and cost.

7. Work Plan:
The Committee compiled a list of issues related to the Fire Department By-Law 

and the provision of services to the Islands (see attached).

It was agreed by the members that this Committee will concentrate on alternatives for services protection and a definition of the level of services.
Staff is to prepare a draft information Newsletter to be sent out to those who own island properties. This will provide information on the Committee and the review process which is being followed.  The newsletter will be available to the Committee for their review at the next meeting.

It was suggested that a tour of the Trout Lake and Lake Nosbonsing islands would be beneficial to Committee members.  This will be discussed at the next meeting.

It was recommended that several agencies could be invited to future meetings to discuss the provision of services to island residents (MNR) and the implications of changes to the wording of the Fire Department By-Law and the level of service provided (insurance brokers).

Water access property owners on Mink Lake are to be added to the list for circulation and notification.

Staff is to assemble the following information for the Committee:

· Maps depicting the island properties;

· A list of the islands;

· Assessment information for the island properties;

· A Township road map;

· A list of private roads; 

· Canadian Coast Guard and other regulations.
8. Other Business: None.
9. Adjournment:
That we do now adjourn to meet again on Wednesday, September 2, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
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